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1 . WHEN ONE PONDERS MOVES OR SHIFTS IN POLICY CONTEMPLATED 
OR ANTICIPATED BY THE GOG, ONE ALWAYS MUST TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT THE MOODS AND DESIRES OF THE PRIME MINISTER. THIS 
TELEGRAM SETS FORTH WHAT IS BELIEVED TO BE THE CURRENT MOOD 
OF BURNHAM AS GUYANA HEADS INTO WHAT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED 
AS DEEP ECONOMIC DIFFICULTY. 

2. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNITY. JOURNALISTS, LABOR FIGURES AND GOG OFFICIALS, 
EMBASSY HAS PIECED TOGETHER WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE BURNHAM'S 
CURRENT THINKING. 

3. U.S. -GUYANESE RELATIONS. PM IN CONVERSATION WITH 
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OF US-GOG RELATIONS AND SPOKE OF IMPASSE WE NOW FIND 
OURSELVES AT BECAUSE OF HARSH WORDS FROM BOTH SIDES. 

PRIME MINISTER WONDERED HOW WE COULD MOVE FROM THIS 
SITUATION SINCE FOR HIS PART HE DID NOT WISH TO 
CONTINUE CONFRONTATION. IN A MEETING WHICH OUT- 
GOING PRESIDENT OF TRADES UNION CONGRESS ATTENDED, PRIME 
MINISTER SAID (WITH EXPLETIVES DELETED) IN SPEAKING OF 
CURRENT GOG PROBLEMS, WE CAN'T EXPECT ANYTHING 
FROM CHINA, THE RUSSIANS WILL SCREW US, THE CUBANS 
CAN T HELP US, AND WE CAN T EXPECT MUCH HELP FROM 
THE AMERICANS BECAUSE OUR RELATIONS ARE SCREWED UP 
OVER CUBANA AIRLINER CRASH. 

4. SOVIET-GUY ANESE RELATIONS. LAST NIGHT AT 
YUGOSLAV NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION, PRIME MINISTER 
EXCORIATED SOVIET AMBASSADOR ON SOVIET STATETMENT SUPPORTING 
PRICE INCREASE BY OPEC MEMBERS. BURNHAM ACCUSED SOVIETS 

OF BECOMING CAPITALISTS AND WONDERED WHERE 
GUYANA WOULD GET AN INEXPENSIVE SOURCE OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. HE ASKED CANADIAN HIGH 
COMMISSIONER IF CANADA COULD HELP AND WAS TOLD NO. 

5. CURRENT ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. OTHER 
INFORMED SOURCES WHO HAVE HAD CONTACT DURING THE 
PAST WEEK WITH THE PRIME MINISTER CLAIM HE IS 
OBSESSED WITH GUYANA'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND DIS- 
TRESSED OVER THE INABILITY OF GUYANA TO SECURE ANY 
SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE FROM ABROAD. HIS ATTITUDE IS 
GUYANA WILL THEN HAVE TO GO IT ALONE EVEN THOUGH IT 
MEANS OBVIOUS ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS FOR THE GUYANESE 
PEOPLE AND A DIFFICULT POLITICAL ROAD AHEAD FOR THE 
PNC. AS STATED IN PARA 2, THE PRIME MINISTER APPEARS 
BITTER WITH THE SOVIETS BECAUSE HE PERCEIVES THEY 
WILL NOT OFFER ANY SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
WITHOUT CONDITIONS AND BURNHAM DEFINITELY DOES OT 
WANT TO FIND HIMSELF PUSHED INTO A CORNER AT THE 
MERCY OF THE SOVIETS. HE IS KNOWN TO BE SYMPATHETIC 
TO THE CUBANS BUT RECOGNIZES THAT CUBA IS CLIENT 
STATE OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THEREFORE SOMEWHAT 
SUSPECT. SO WE BELIEVE THAT THE PRIME MINISTER 
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BECAUSE OF A FALTERING ECONOMY AND HIS OVERREACTION 
AGAINST US BECAUSE OF THE CUBANA AIRLINER CRASH HAS 
PUT HIMSELF IN A CORNER WITH LITTLE ROOM TO 
MANEUVER. FACED WITH ECONOMIC BANKRUPTCY AND CON 
COMMIT ANT POLITICAL PROBLEMS, BURNHAM DOES NOT 
BELIEVE HE CAN TURN TO THE WEST AND HESITATES TO 
TURN TO THE EAST BECAUSE THIS MAY INCREASE JAGAN'S 
INFLUENCE AND CAUSE BURNHAM TO MAKE COMMITMENTS HE DOES 
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NOT WANT TO MEET. SO WHERE AND HOW HE WILL MUDDLE 
THROUGH THIS TIME IS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE. 

6. CHARGE FOR FIRST TIME SINCE THE DEPARTURE OF 
CHARGE BLACKEN WAS GREETED BY THE PRIME MINISTER 
AT THE YUGOSLAV NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AND HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO PASS A FEW PLEASANTRIES. 

MCCOY 

UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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